
 

 

PS 27:1,  7 -8 ,  8 -9 ,  13-14  

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom should I fear? 

The LORD is my life's refuge; 

of whom should I be afraid? 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

Hear, O LORD, the sound of my call; 

have pity on me, and answer me. 

Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks. 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

Your presence, O LORD, I seek. 

Hide not your face from me; 

do not in anger repel your servant. 

You are my helper: cast me not off. 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD 

in the land of the living. 

Wait for the LORD with courage; 

be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD. 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

I believe I shall see 

the goodness of the 

Lord while I am 

here in the land of 

the living…. 

Psalm 27:13 

Psalm 27 

God is the light that dispels all darkness and the one who brings wholeness 

(salvation) to life.  Fear, and not doubt,  is cast as the alternative to faith. 

The God that makes grass grow, fruit 

ripen and guides the bird in flight is in 

us all.  Now tell me, what lack in you 

is it that makes you so afraid of life? 

Light is a natural figure for almost everything that is 

positive, from truth and goodness to joy and vitality.   

In Psalm 27 it is the answer to fear and the forces of 

evil.   If distress and trouble are as darkness, the Lord 

is our light.  The Lord is both a light to walk by and an 

imperceptible barrier against the pursuer.  Verse 1 

establishes the basis of the psalm in terms of trust.     

The verse puts before the readers two alternatives 

to life.  Fear or faith?   How will you choose to live 

your life? (What’s coming up that you’re afraid of in 

life? Reach out, take the hand of God; keep going.  

Courage is fear that has said it’s prayers.) 

“There is nothing on earth 

that can guard us from loss 

except for an awareness of 

the presence of God in our 

lives who is, of course, still 

everything we need when we 

have nothing left.” (Sr. Joan Chittister) 



 

In verse 4, the psalmist fixed the focus of his faith on God: God’s ever 

present beauty, his indescribable splendor, his glorious majesty.   The 

psalmist thinks of one thing: to find a way to break through routine 

entanglements that he might dwell in the presence of God, to avoid trivial 

activities that might divert his eyes from beholding God, to clear his mind of 

details that he might meditate on the beauty and splendor of God, to set 

aside less important tasks that he might bask in the light and glory of 

everything that makes God an object of our affection and delight and 

adoration.  Nothing brings greater peace to the troubled soul than 

meditating on the majesty of God!  Nothing puts life and its competing 

pleasure in greater spiritual perspective than a knowledge of the greatness 

of God as revealed in the face of Jesus Christ!  We are called to enjoy the 

constant presence of God.  We are called to “behold the beauty of God!”  

We are called to have a preoccupation with God’s Person and His will. We 

are called to live in sanctuary, to see the beauty and experience the joy! This 

is the essence of worship and the backbone of all discipleship!  

The purest form of spirituality is to find God in what is right in front 

of you – the ability to accept what the French Jesuit                            

and Mystic Jean Pierre Caussade (1675-1751) called                              

the sacrament of the present moment.  (Fr. Richard Rohr) 

Verses 7-10 are a prayer for help during trouble and woe.  The psalmist 

calls out for God to “hear,” “be gracious,” “answer,” “turn not,” and “cast 

me not off.”  The psalmist seeks God’s protecting divine presence.   The 

seeking of God’s face is worship language.  It is an indication of the 

intimate relationship between the petitioner and God. Where do you look 

to seek the face of God today?  

The concluding verse (verse 14) is addressed to the congregation with the 

imperatives “wait,” “be strong,” and “take courage” in the hope that the 

community can join in trusting God.   This psalm urges an alternative to the 

fear and anxiety that is so present in our world today.   Trust is nourished 

in worshipping communities.  In worship the community of faith is shaped 

and molded.   In worship the encounter with the life giving Divine Presence 

brings renewal that makes it possible to face opposition.  This is the kind of 

trust commended in the Hebrew covenant traditions initiated by a God of 

loving relationship.   The threat in Psalm 27 is from enemies, but a loss of 

trust in our communities is also a threat.    Trust is not a private affair. 

Psalm 27 asks if we will be a people of trust or a people of fear.  The chaos 

of our world feeds our anxiety and fear.  The true worshipping community 

embraces the psalms’ first verse and, in the face of this anxiety and fear, 

confesses trust and confirms our faith in the Lord as “my light and my 

salvation.” 

Sunflowers always                            

follow the Light! 

Imagine how happy,                                                  

how holy life would be,                                                      

if we ever learn to see beauty.      
Sr. Joan Chittister 

Reflection by Madonna Jones, MAPS, Pastoral Associate at Christ the King Parish 

Bibliography                                         
Brueggeman, W.  (2014).  Psalms.                   

New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Kidner, D.  (2008). Psalms 1-72.                 

London: Inter-Varsity Press.  


	Psalm 27. for bulletin. page 1
	Psalm 27 for bulletin. page 2 final

